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Change in the debt-to-GDP ratio

CAIm¢NB So6 0 foRyKIYIA & RNAGAY 3 GKS RSodG NI a2KO
{2dz2NDOSY ! RFLIISR FNRY /SYydNIf .yl 2F altdl 6vHnucOX hdzif 221
/[ KFy3aS Ay GKS 58060 wlaz2ér LI mnod

CKAa YSIhya GKI Gi@®st ANCLINE GRy/S3 RSHE ySOSaal NRf& AY
0dzNRSY A& FrftAy3ad CAIdZNBE p GKSNBT2NB t221a |d
AYyONBl &aSo

4= €15.0
20 €12.0
15 €9.0
10 l I €£6.0
AL E
l
0 - L] €0.0
5 €3.0
2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026
 Bilions (RHS) Percentage change (LHS)

CAIgeNID 2 BSNYYSyd 580 séééfzuvsyua FYR !'twHc C2NBOlIad 069
{2dzNDOSY altidl CA&aOLt | ROA&2NE / 2dzy OAf o6uHnHcOXZ 902y2YAO0 | yR
b2® nokHnAnHcI M {SLISYOSNI HAHCE LI MmO



N

¢tKS O2YLRaAoe2z2y 2F 3I20SNYYSyid aLISYyRAYy3I Aa y2iGdKSN
& dzLJLJ2 NI Fdzii dzZNB LINR RdzOa @S OF LI OAG e gKAES adzadl A\
Ualdlkt aLlk OS I+ @FAflFIoftS F2NIARRBEE G/YSdal@®A ¢ KSE da | If f(
SELISYRARENBIN&E18 YR (GKS yB8SR F2N) 02yoaydzSR Y2yAil:
CAaolOlf adzadGlAylroAftAde Ffa2 RSLISYRaE BFRKINE SDR yaNn
AYONBIF &S AyO02YSaszx @FftdzS FTRRSR YR 3I28SNYYSyid NE
L2 Lddzt + a2y YR SYLX 28YSyiao & | OF yf (NMHIFSENG ZLJ23 DiiF d (o y'F
AYONBI &S LINB&aadaNBE 2y AYFNF adNHOGdzZNE | yR Lzt AO
Y2NB adzaidlAylrofS ¢6KSy (KSe& |NB adzZlR2NISR o0& &GN
2dziaARS | &4 HORIYS B ISK Al IOy IBENBHS (26K NR | yR 06Se@
FdzyRAYy3 A& &S0 (2 o@ARGPPEYHYB2 ViKEK ®@dzdlAy 2%y DERLIS (
nme:s YSEYAY3I | aA3yAUOlyGte fF NBSNINI KNG £25F 4 Ayt af
G2 02YS FTNRY alfilrya 26y NBaz2dz2NOSaz 2dzaid Fa Uaol
ydzyYo SNE 23 dzZ33Sado

' Yy20KSN) ONRoaOlf RAYSyaArzy O2yOSNya (KS odaiySaa
AKIFLIAY3 Ay@dSadayYSyid |yR LINPRdAOs A DR yZdkRO2 BRA Sy HBA
Ay albfdl axayArAUOllydfe 280 I0NNE2NYY RINRSRdaG A Af ige = O
Ay@SaldySyid AyiliSyardeo ¢KSaS UNya oSySUG FNBY | 0
GKSY G2 NBAy@SadG | tfFNAHSNI aKINB 2F LINRBUGADP hy (fF
G2J & op: GIE 6KAOKO®AA (KS KAIKSaAdG Ay 9dzNER LIS

Ld Aa |faz2 AYLRNIVLNRE oB2rSy 8 (3 yAiaHIdidt MNEOSINS/O R/NES a i 2
O2yiNAROGdze2y FTNBY RANBOG G El a2 yiKkATFEDSEINIENERO 2NR S
NI o¢2kdh & &aidSya FTNRBY (KS /SgXNADIEt .5 §PS t2aKNBE (GE § AiSa
OFGSA2NAOFfE K® BWENBHRMKKSES 1 ad (G2 &SINAR Y2ailte
2F¥ GFES& LI AR o6& UN¥a&a GKFG NS NBIAZGSNBR Ay alf
UNX¥a GeLaolrffte o0SySUG FNRY 3ISySNRdza @& B DNOD FHGESta
NEFfdzyRa I NB &aSgftSRM®gAGK GKS GFE | dziK2NRoaSaé

G (23SGKSNE GKAAa A& | ad2NB Fo2dzi F Y2RSf NBI O
SL) IAINRPSAY3T o6& [RRAYy3I LIS2Lx Sz OSKAOfSa |yR LINEB:
Ra @l fdzS TNRY (KS LISBLIRE&E KEBNB& | YR Aydeldm2ya

NE y&&KEB =21 2SS NRHISH i@l
s LJNJSaadzNJS 2y K2dzaAy 3.

R al
G R2Sa y20 O02YLRdzyR (K
A 2yt F2dzy Rl a2y 2y @gKAOK

a2yl f &SINE IyR (KS

Yal £4dF CAAOIt ! RAORIYNE A/O2 dzyyRA fCA A0 /i SEPISt 2 LIVBgai @A 2 GIENG § KiSo ICH NBEA P | |
2¢KS al fdl / KFYO5SANGDO Dyanai® oL y & A AK G & dé
BKGLIAYKK 666 POSYGNI €0k y] YIE yid »p2ERETME Skt dzof AOFe2yak{ G d

tF§$



SECTION A

PROPOSALS FOR
EXEGUTION WITHIN
THE FIRST YEAR OF
THE LEGISLATURE



N

LYLINRE @Ay 3 al fAld RS WINRRIIEIOS A ViR2 & F NI SYRIEINN 2 NIW 2 Dalza i
A2 f2y3ISNI I RSEAANDPIGEASE SO2 yRNERDY (2 oyalSeOeydSt A Y LIS NI
alfadrQa 3IAINRBGIK KlFa 0SSy RNA@GSYy (22 KSIFI@Ate& o0& LX
FOa@Aleéx NIYGKSNI GKFyYy o6& KAIKSNI 2dzi Lidzi LISNJI K2 dzNJ ¢
FYR Y2NB SYOASY(d LlzotAO FYR LINAGFGS aeadiSvyao ¢KjJ
SELJ yana2yy? miiriORIIR &N BaiIH Y ¥ YA OBy oy dzS G2 adzadl Ay 13
LJIS2 L) ST Y2NB OSKAOf S&a3x Y2NB LINBaadzZNBE 2y AYFNI adN
ISYySNloy3d KAIKSNI I tdzS FNRBY GKS NBaz2dzNOSa Ad N

Ly OKS yRSYGA O NBO2OSNEIX alfdlQa ¢2d0Ff CFOG2NI t N2
a4 SO02y2YAO SELIFyaAazy NBtASR LINBR2YAylyidte 2y 7
SYOASyOeé 3LAyad [ 062dN LINDRdzdd AN & S &2 @&iNLIGE LIISINIS
RSOf AYyS RdzS MRARKBYARYLIW28¥SPG INRPGGK YR TY AYyDbd
AYyGSyardStdz$ 28SQI2NEP® aSlIysgKATST OF LIAGET LINE RdzO
OFLIAGHT AFMNOPOOAIWE & Ay LIKeaAOolt Acg K BE RERUzAKE FzZNF A 12
YFENBAYFf NBGdzZNYARNK KGN d@zK L)zt STIRR SO

t NPRdzOa @A e A& (GKS F2dzyRloaz2y 27F 02 YKSygax@SySaasa s
FNB Y2NB LINPRdzOa @Sy G(GKSe& OFy LI & o0SgSNI gl 3Sasx A
StiSOa@Ste AYUSNYlIo2yidttads ISyWRI A DWINGEE K& AKS NJ
LINE RdzOe @S> LJzof A0 aASNBAOSa 06S02YS FFLAGSNE Y2NB
SO2y2Ye 08 A2 YicKa2 fY2 NB LINR RdzOa @S> Al OlFy 3ANBG oHAGF
flryRYS NRIFIRaI dzmfAoaSazr K2dzaAy3a:r GKS Sy@ANRYYSyld |

LT alfdl FFEAt&E (2 AYLNRGS LINE RWzOodgBAAIYRSE aliSaS sO2fyEa
flro62dNJ O2aida 6A0K2dzi O2NNBALRZYRAY3I 3TlFLAya Ay 2 dzi
AYyoSaito [02dzNJ aK2NIF38a gAtt RSSLISYys 6SO1dzas s
NI} G KSNI (KI yl 3SiYNHEGBlydoNeBd A NTFINI NBY LAY dzy RSNJ aG N> Ay X
grAftt O2yoaydzS (2 SNRBRS 62Nl AY3I aYSZT YR Aybloazyll
O2yadABHNAPAYLRNIlIyites GKS O2d#liiN#S NARR 40 K 203 RO
Y2NB Si2NI LINRBRdzOSa 2yfeée YINHAYIt 3JFAyas gKAES |
I LX I OS G2 tABST 62N] |yR AyoSai 6SI1Syao

| 2y OSNEBEBDXAA DS LINRBRdAzOe A (e | ASYyRI ¢2dzZ R LRt 2g5
LINA2NRo&AYy3d RAIAGIEA&ALIe2YyX Ldzi2aYle2yT &1AffA&aZ

AYFNI &G NHZOGdzNB FyR | FFEAN f SOSRNND S & AFBLIHSE ARSY  al
FRRSR 3INRGGKD aded Byiser dANR R30S0 YR NB S\ \YILRE 2F8SHSSaNJ 1O2R
2 N BENBEOSYSUG FTNRBY 06SgSNI OF NEBSN DEBI NBS VRS A /SN
Y2NB SYOASyi(d &aSNWAOSaA 6AGK INBIFGSNI | OO02dzy il 6Aft Al
¢2 | OKASOS YSIyAy3aFdzxg LINRRdAzOa @AlGE 3 AIJNR RdADI DR IG &¥
g2t ®NS Sy | QoK Bt diSs | MRBWR2 A o@SAGYSyiad ¢2 NBY
32 0SNYYSyYyil AyOSyoe@dSasz TFdzyRAy3a YSOKIyA&aYaAZ FyR
NEgFNR Fdzi2zYlea2ys RAIAGIEA&lI o2yEA S RE dANEBRGAD Y 3 ;
GBSy idzNBad C2NJ SEFYLX ST LRtAOe YSIadNBa |y O |

puli
Ce
Q)¢

t ®&a



N

I ROFYOSR RAFAGIMSOKTNG FdMHzOGdZNBEYIRKABKR aLISOAL £ A2
GKFIy O2yoeydzAiy3d (2 a2 AR RA A & NEK ¥ EKESH (PR NSO (1220N5NJ
AAYLX & FFTRR O2y3Sas2y | YyRKRENI BSyEN) gyiya2 RAEKE BA
$2N)] SRD

2 KSy aLISF1Ay3 | 062dzi B8R R$GSHIGHASISYT HoRIgaS\yYSHRER R HZD & P A
2PSNI NDKAY A yioaz2yl ft NBadKARYABD ABINPARORGRAD A ( &8y (1 S NLINJ
AYOUSNYFt 2LISN)Io2ya GKNRAZAK dzi2Yl a2 SR { SYFA TINBEO
dFAya FNB FTNBljdzSyidte SNRRSR o6& ENAMNEVER oRF RIS
Ad KAYRSNBR o6& [y SygiNEwdYeRyn SwekSddEnNg LR @ | LidSo f @ N
AYFNI adNO®GdzNE RSUOAG A

LYLINR@GZAY3I LINPRdAzOa @A (e A& UGKSNBTF2NB y20 AaAAYLX @
O2YLSeoa@SySaazx UalOlf &dzaldlrAylIroAfmBRAYI®Y DA NREY & KI
0§KNRdzAK ¢gKAOK alfdal OFry aOF$Idd NBSILHNRBAB AR (2dzRA $
LINE RdzOe @A ilie G GKS OSYdGNB 2F yloaz2ylft LRtAO& I YyF
Ayaoldze2ylf RAAOALE AYS (i2¢ RS ADESNO BT avizhd d f &S A ¥l
GKFG aINRsa GKNRdzZAK SEOStfSyO0Ss &l yREANREKANYY RO 2AlyK
GKS LINARGIFGS | y@& KK&ES AladzaKS0 2303N8 (LBNRER dzOs oA e Ol y o
¢tKAad aSOe2y FSIGdzZNB&a | ydzYoSNI 2F LINRBLRalfta Ay (K

MOCdzy RAY 3 {dzLILR2 NI S LyreeRaiyYSyid {dzZJ2 NI FyR ¢+ E
HP dzYly wS&az2dz2NOSasx 9RdzOFea2y YR {{Affa
o SOKy2f 238
naoly FNF aidNUuzOG dzNB
F LI okt tEFyyAya FyR [/ 2yaiNdzOe2y

0
Oy SNBES
R® I GSNEX 52YS40O0OKLYRAZAGNRFE k{G2NY 21 a0SéF G§SNI I
S | aallSy I 3SYSyi

pdrl fdzS 9YyKIyOSYSyild Ay ¢2dz2NRAaAY

c ®RRNSB & & My AR dgQiS Ri Sa I NJZS (9 y3d2NEK 8/ Kb & X 13 KCSA] S ¢
t N2l Oa @S 9y FT2NOSYSyi

T® RRNBLE&EMAWHEHR {GFdS 5N golO01a YR hiKSNI 9! al §gSNI

yALYOIGSNYyloe2ylfAdloa2y

hdh i KS N&

ez IAAGS | (EyIOBYSI BEINUAE BYl 1S&a AGa AyGaSNyYyFt &dzadd e OKFEAY YR &l |
aiGdz01 Ay yla2ylf GNIYO INRRE201®

t I ®wm



FUNDING SUPPORT,
INVESTMENT
SUPPORT &
TAKATION




FundingSupport
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8. Introduce a newsystem which offsets different taxes against each other, such that when

businesses are owed a refund of any form of tax, it is immediately offset against other tax due
¢ this would help improve cashflow for businesses
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9. Introduce at 26 SNJ GFE FyRk2NZa iy ROKS (i SgNINKETFD 12823
0NF yaIINOaiKSNDK ded ly avid NISE (1 Kdza Ay OSyoe@AaAy3d Tl YA
4dz00SaaAz2lyy RI & NMhayasSHSING Y 2 @ 04 RSdaNKM Y YAVY2(iHK NS (@3 02 &
AYOSyo@AaAy3d tdwardsipfoper andipfaingdSsécaeSsion planning duringrites
vivosstagec T YAf & o0dzaAySaasSa INBE NBO23IyAasSR a oSAy
thereforerequirea tax framework whicBupports both investment and intergenerational growth.

10. Refrain from increasingxcise duties; excise duties are an added cost to industry and amplify the
inflationary pricing pressures faced bganufacturers,producers and importers, ultimately
resulting in unavoidable partial increases onto retail and consumers.
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1. Accelerate thedeployment of a unified digital platform across Identita, Jobsplus, Police and
Housingto automate endto-end work visa processing and seamless data sharing, including giving
the applicant detailed visibility of (i) the application stage, (ii) which entity it is at, (iii) accurate
estimated time of approval or otherwise, and (iv) additiom$b that may be required.

2. Review and update théabour Migration Policy particularly with respect to the elements
outlined inThe Malta Chamber feedbaékto continue solidifying and building upon the positive
YSI &dzZNBa &4dz00SaafdzZ e AYINRRdAdzOSR 2@0SNJ GKS LI a
regulatory framework improves efficiency, addresses productivity and boosts-aehled.

1 Processapplications within shorter timeframes than those at the momenideally within 3
months from date of application), coupled bglear and unambiguous application
requirements from the outset thereby reducing administrative bottlenecks and improving
business planning predictability across all industries.

1 Shortenresponse times for urgent employment quota waivers tied directly to verified
business growth and/or industrial expansigrensuring that growing enterprises are not
hindered by delayed access to essential human resources.

 Reviewthe OdzNNB y i WOK | ylaewdkfto hdve hiin@e effiblddt and faster
process coupled by lower fes (currenty WO K y3S 2 F SYLJM 2fies&idvg® FSSa
application¥ S Sspekifically for skilled TCNs already working legally in Malta.

1 Extend standard worgermit renewal periods to 3year periodso provide TCN workers with
better stability and workplace continuity whilst also reducing compliance costs for local
businesses.

1 Remove the current mandatorB-week vacancy advertising requirementsor TCN
recruitment, thereby enabling domestic businesses facing acute local skill shortages in roles
critical to business continuity to recruit international talent more swiftly and maintain
uninterrupted commercial activity.

1 Recognise that certain industries requastor-specific frameworks for the recruitment and
deployment of highly skilled international personnel due to the particular operational
environment in which they operate including seasonality, international mobility and the
need for rapid deployment. While existing fasick mechanisms for highly skilled third
country nationals are welcome, further sectspecific procedures should be developed to
ensure that operationBy critical personnel can be recruited and deployed without
unnecessary administrative delay/s
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https://maltachamber.org.mt/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/20250209-TMC-feedback-on-Labour-Migration-Policy-FINAL.pdf
https://maltachamber.org.mt/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/20250209-TMC-feedback-on-Labour-Migration-Policy-FINAL.pdf
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9 Establish dast-track, pointbased permanent residency scheme specifically targeting highly
skilled, specialised thirecountry nationalsas part of the first phase of National Skills Strategy
implementation?8

9 Disseminate knowledge to ensure that employers using Recruitment Agencies aagvhriéy
of who is duly licence@nd whose services they can usi parallel, enforcement should be
strengthened through (i) higher fines (a tiered fining system for both the agency and the
client), (ii) operational bans for repeat offenders and (iii) public naming ofcoompliant
entities to reinforce deterrence.

3. Introduce a5-year income tax exemptiortargeting highly qualified Maltese nationals residing
abroad to effectively incentivistheir return, addressing critical domestic skills gaps, along the
lines of recent schemes introduced@ieecé® and |taly?°.

4. Reducdax rates on overtime hours for fultime employeeswith the intention of making them
more advantageous to patime rates, actively incentivising workers to accept overtime with their
primary employer instead of secondary pdirhe jobs.

5. Formallyeliminate all income tax on the COLAs a permanent and recurrent measure to
maximise workers' purchasing power and ensure that tax brackets are adjaatechatically
every year based on the COLA increase

6. Commissioran independent, thirdparty audit of all government departments and entities to
identify structural redundancies, streamline bureaucratic layers and uncover surplus capacity,
with the objective of improving efficiency rather than expanding headcowgthis should include
a thorough review of human resource requirements and resources within the public sector,
complimented with a transition programme to support the secondment and redeployment of
surplus public sector personnel into the private sector.

7. Streamlinepublic sector working and coverage hours to those of businedswlf-day schedules
within the public sector create inconveniences for business, as datgmed working hours.
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https://greekreporter.com/2026/05/06/brain-regain-greece-tax-breaks-return-skilled-workers/
https://parakar.eu/knowledge/italy/impatriate-tax-beneficial-regime-in-italy
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.migration.gv.at%2Fen%2Fservice-and-links%2Fpoints-calculator%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cmarthese.portelli%40maltachamber.org.mt%7C49616f1216034d1b00dd08df09a513b2%7C4aca87a2b99249d2bdcd3762b3e23e7f%7C0%7C0%7C639240276932050035%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MiaMUZcnKIQu6urzDXCF3U17y%2BSJ%2F%2BrlTMJVOfq6XD4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.make-it-in-germany.com%2Fen%2Fvisa-residence%2Fopportunity-card%2Fjob-search&data=05%7C02%7Cmarthese.portelli%40maltachamber.org.mt%7C49616f1216034d1b00dd08df09a513b2%7C4aca87a2b99249d2bdcd3762b3e23e7f%7C0%7C0%7C639240276932072014%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qaTgYtgme3OheTaKoZWNBPaoGoZ%2Buyp1Z0JezwpnSio%3D&reserved=0
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Find.nl%2Fen%2Fresidence-permits%2Flong-term-eu-residency%2Fapply-for-a-residence-permit-for-long-term-eu-residents&data=05%7C02%7Cmarthese.portelli%40maltachamber.org.mt%7C49616f1216034d1b00dd08df09a513b2%7C4aca87a2b99249d2bdcd3762b3e23e7f%7C0%7C0%7C639240276932089623%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gkU7Lo%2B4OU3BzA8Om40YNRyQLrVW6PrX%2BgyDW5b3moE%3D&reserved=0
https://greekreporter.com/2026/05/06/brain-regain-greece-tax-breaks-return-skilled-workers/
https://parakar.eu/knowledge/italy/impatriate-tax-beneficial-regime-in-italy
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Education and Skills:

y QAllocate a dedicated budget allowing employers to cldiract taxcredit on actual incurred costs
for knowledge training(locally and internationally) againstmeasurable business productivity
gains.
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21 STEM and healthcare tertiary education fuel national competitiveness. This academic talent can accelerate innovatiomaloditzth
breakthroughs, contribute towards improving our productivity, and support institutional resilience. It fosteryibldrentrepreneurship

and attracts highvalue FDI. For example,uftinational tech, pharmaceutical, and engineering enterprises tend to choose countries with
dense clusters of skilled engineering, data science, and medical talent. It also builds systemic rekiti@hctrained medical professionals,
epidemiologists, and engiees equip a nation to withstand public health crises, cyber threats, and infrastructure disruptions, thereby
mitigating longterm economic damage.
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https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_26_1363
https://www.brusselstimes.com/2138413/eu-approves-e405m-greek-state-aid-amid-green-conditions-industry-tension
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https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/el/ip_26_1270
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https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_26_1527
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_26_1577
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8. Allocatefunding to upskill civil servicgpersonnel andregulators with technical expertise and
business acumemo strengthen lobbyingefforts at negotiation stageas well as to ensure that
EU legislative transpositiomloes not have any unnecessary layerghis empowers proactive
support for industrypoth at lobbying stage and duririglJ legislative transposition.
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1. { SO 2dzi yRIOUGSKANI 6§t REEAOEY dzF I OGdzNAYy 3 Ay RdzaGNE 2d
objectives, institutional responsibilities, targeted support instruments and policies related to
trade, regulation, innovation and technology, education and skill formation, as well @asnsise
supply chains (given that currently the manufacturing industry is operating in a vacuum).

2. 9 YO I NJcong&esfed effort to identify markets that offer real potentialor local businesses to
grow.

3. Getil KS yI (A 2y Qabeyondthé Rreafiv@ deligin Addszape, products and services
FSFEGdzZNBR Ay D2@SNYYSYyidiQad yINNIGABSD hdzNJ SO2y2Y
the country is doing to improve the quality of life of its citizens and residents, reputatiomsethi
and agility have a direct impact as well.

4. Extend and revisit current TradeMaltsupport schemes framework to cater better for
internationalisation opportunities particularly those linked to prmarket intelligence leading to
(i) identifying markets that offer real potential for local businesses to expand internationally and
(ii) establishing connections that translate into tangible business opportunities.
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1. Introduce systemi@mbedding of high standards across all sectors (possibly through MCCAA),
a2 O0KFQ ljdzr tAdex al¥FSae FyR adzaidlAylroAftAiide oSO0:
optional add-ons it is equally important to give tangible recognition to businesses that adhere
to these high standards.
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https://maltachamber.org.mt/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/20260212-Amendments-of-the-Control-of-Concentration-Regulations.pdf
https://maltachamber.org.mt/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/20260212-Amendments-of-the-Control-of-Concentration-Regulations.pdf
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Budget 2027 must also look at the broader horizon and gear up to start, conclude and implement
NEF2N¥a (KGO KIFI@®S 0SSy RStIFe@SR F2NJ eSINRX |ff sz
LINE RdzOG A @GAGE& | yR SNEPRAtgra conddeditiveheds ultiNated (hidgesaon f G I Qa
addressing these systemic inefficiencies, as quickly as possible.

This section shifts the focus froptoposals that must be executed withihe 2027 budgetaryyear
(outlined in Section Jto longer-term structural transformatiorithat needsto be implemented during
the current fiveyear electoral cycleto eliminate gstemic inefficiencies, safeguard national
competitiveness, elevate the overall quality of life for silengthentransparency and accountability
and restore trust across sotieand the business community alike.

Realsing these strategic objectives requires steady political determination and clear execution
milestones.

alfidlQa O2yoeydzSRI fR2YVXKSEA Q20N L OERRNEASHNE Yo DEPYSAFK Y
gAt EAYIYySaaKSREBOSBIOE&I NBEF2Nya | ONRPaa GKS O2NB LY
CANI EESANNINK2HBANY & UESE YR TN AXBFNSRE A SNDSYS 2 R
RSOA&aA2yayY RAfdziS | OO02dzydlloAftAde FyR fft2g aeais
The baseline thinking should focus orsering better use of public fundparticularly byreallocating

a I t (capi@akinvestment towars high-return infrastructure,reachingenvironmental targets, and

social investmentsvhich enhance welbeingwhile ensuring strict fiscal accountabytitcutting red

tape and excess bureaucrdry streamlining administrative procedures and accelerating digital public

services to eliminate friction for local businesses and foreign investors; aike increasing
transparency and better governanbg reinforcing institutional integritand regulatory oversight to

foster a fair, predictable, and reputable business environméiit.of this, coupled withdriving

innovation and aligning workforce capabilities with higdlue economic activitiedo ensure

sustainable wage growth and business competitivenedis enhance productivity.

¢CB NBEFT2N)Xa OCGAFINTLINKIS? NEFR 626 Ay 3

1. Planning & Construction:Overhauling planning policies, enforcement mechanisms, and
building standards to priorge quality, sustainability, and lortgrm liveability over short
sighted development.

2. Mobility & Transportation: Executing higlimpact transport reforms and infrastructure shifts
to alleviate chronic congestion, boost logistics efficiency, and moskernational mobility.

3. Energy:Accelerating grid modersation, expanding renewable capactyg well adook into
theft AOGSNI fAal A2y 2F alfdlQa SySNHE& RA&GNROGdziA

4. Waste ManagementTransitioning toward a robust circular economyibgentivising waste
prevention and recyclingas well as byncentivsing private sector resource recoveand
investment

5. Digital Transformation Deepening technology integratipscaling up digital infrastructure,
and deploying Al solutions tacrease efficiency within both therivate sector andhe public
administration.
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6. Education & Skill AlignmentModernisingcurricula and strengthening industgcademia
partnerships to equip the future workforce with critical skills, boosting overall national
productivity.

7. Public ProcurementRestructuring government tendering processes to guarantee absolute
transparency, fair competition, value for money, and the efficient use of public funds.

8. Sustainable PensionsStrengthening pension longevity and demographic resilience by
incentivisingoccupational pension schemehbat supportlongterm fiscal stability.

9. Public GoodGovernance &Parliamentary Reform:Strengthening legislative checks and
balances, updating parliamentary oversight, and cutting unnecessary bureaucracy to ensure
lean, accountable governance.
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Addressing mobility and transportation in Malta is no longer just an infrastructural concern, but an
urgent economic imperative that directly dictates national competitiveness, business operational
costs, and the daily quality of life. When mobility is endined by persistent congestion, the wider
economy absorbs the cost through lost time, reduced efficiency and weaker productivity.

With over 450,000 licensed vehictesompeting for limited spatial capacity on a small island, acute

road congestion acts as a persistent drag on the economy. Gridlock manifests in delayed supply chains,
wasted billable hoursspirallingfuel consumption, and reduced workforce productivitk & O2 &G € T 1 )
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moving toward decisive modal shifts, intelligent traffic management and smart technology, and
optimised commercial logistics.

Prioritising mobility reforms in Budget 2027 should aim at reducing business delivery overheads, lower
greenhouse gas emissions, and restore the lost hours of human and economic potential currently
trapped in daily traffic. Traffic delays are not merely an incoreme for commuterg they represent

a direct loss of valuable working hours that could otherwise be channelled into productive; value
generating activity. Investing in resilient transport networks will make Malta more attractive to
investment, talent andong-term economic activity. In this sense, effective mobility is not optianal

it is a basic condition for sustainable growth.

Achieving this requires more than infrastructure investment alone. Malta must pursue measures that

€ M

drive a genuine change in behaviour and lifestyle, reducing the number of vehicles on the road at any

one time. Any future consideration of rapid transit largescale multimodal systems should be
grounded in robust technical and financial feasibility studies, but it should also be conditional on a
clear shift in mobility behaviour. Without that shift, major transport investments risk treating the
symptoms réher than addressing the underlying causes of congestion.

On top of that one must also address sea and air connectivity.
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https://nso.gov.mt/motor-vehicles-q2-2026/
https://infrastructure.gov.mt/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/NATIONAL-TRANSPORT-MASTERPLAN-2030.pdf
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2. Secure a dedicated national budget line to advance the 45,00(HsdrRar International Logistics
Hub proposalnto its public consultation phase. The financial appropriation must formalise Phase
1 of a multimodal sedand-air connectivity infrastructure, including integrated b2b/b2b and
b2b/b2c ecommerce capabilities, and legally mandate islsed, targeted Qtoms
interventions over blanket controls to preserve operational efficiency.
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3. Formally recognise th&rand Harbour and Malta Freeport as critical national infrastructure
within a dualgateway system essential to national supply chain continyigafeguarding their

core maritime, logistics and industrial functions, preserving operational capacity and

strengthening resilience in an island economy, in particular by implementing a structured,

evidencebased framework for the regeneration and letegm safeguarding of the Grand

Harbour,inlinewitt KS al f 41 / KIF Yo SNR& NBEO2YYSYRI®i2ya 2y

ensuring that all planning and development decisions are grounded in transparent technical and

economic analysis. These include:

1 Commissioning and publishing a comprehensive Maritime Impact Assessment covering berth
capacity under multiple growth scenarios, cargo and trailer throughput, traffic and
congestion implications, navigational safety, emissions modelling and national trade
resilience.

1 Ensuring no net loss of core commercial maritime capacity safeguarding ramp
availability, quay length, turning basin geometry, operational hinterland space and heavy
vehicle access corridors, with replacement infrastructure fully operational prior to
displacement.

1 Embedding operational throughput and performance as the primary metrics of port capacity
ensuring that planning decisions reflect functional realities rather than purely physical
dimensions.

T 5ANBOGAY3I NBISYSNIGAZ2Y Ay@SaldySyid G266l NRa a
competitiveness including both the Grand Harbour and Malta Freeport, through smart port
systems, green bunkering readiness, shreship power and enhanced traffic magement
infrastructure.

[N



https://maltachamber.org.mt/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/TMC-Feedback_Grand-Harbour-Revival-Feedback.pdf
https://maltachamber.org.mt/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/TMC-Feedback_Grand-Harbour-Revival-Feedback.pdf
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